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" The Saigon government is takma steps
that could help eliminate one of the most
glaring abuses of its controversial Phoenix
prograra, which- is dimed against the Viet
Cong polmcal ach"ninistf‘ativo appara-
tus : 2 -
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One of the most um.slstem cr1t1c1sms of

- thig United States-backed program, which
is Supposed o coordinate intelligence from
severdl different agencies, is that police

-and military operations launched under the

Phoenix concept result in the arrest and

imprisonment of many innocent civilians..

Amon'f those are cwﬂlans who have been
forced to assist’ the Viet Cong by paying
-taxes, or doing johs such as dl‘“’ln” trench-
-es or carrying .rice. They are not full-
ﬂedged Viet Cong political and administra-
tive cadre. ’lhe governmentit calls them
“Class C Commum t ofienders.”
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It is thc Class A and B Viet Cong, the
who are sup-
posed to be the main tarﬁets of Phoenix
operahons It .is they who run the Viet
Cong ‘“‘shadow ‘government”  and support
Vxet Cong military units through recruiting,
lndoctlmcxtmg, pro pngandvm collecting
ta}.és, planning a
pm s, ‘and org amzmn supplies.

- But govemment sources say pmvmcml
-security committees throughout South Viet-
=nam senle nce to prison terms each year
some 10,000 “Class € civilians: They out-
number all t_he YAY and “B" category
prison'er dombined.
.prisoners are never brought fo court trial,
and thousands of others havc never ¢ven
been sentenced.

indicate thdt
gcm'ﬁo prison as active

Individual - case . histories
many who have

sassinations and kidnap-

,.supporters ‘of neithér the governrent nor,

the Viet Cong come out as active backers
of the Viet Cong and with an implacable
hatred for the governinent. Thls is partly
bec’\USC‘ of, txke ti \.Qt e
and pauIAIBpFW [E
tional cfiorts insi ‘;'* the pu;,ons are very
‘eflective, T
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. The government apparenily decided all
the arrests were doing more harm than
good, and the Ministry of Interior recenily
called a meeling of the agencies and min-
istrics concerned with security to discuss
plans aimed at rcclucmo the arrests of (lﬂss
C civilians. . .

Actually, there are c‘thCl\' reﬁu]hhons on
the books that ave suppdsed to provide for
Ienient {reatment of such civilidns, particu-
en they were forced {o do some-
thing for the Viet Cong against their will.

“ Bul the regulations have not l’)eml_\‘.-’or};jng.

“The governmment plang {o launcly & nation- .

© wide publicily campaign and training cours-

es for government cadre, aimed at reducing
the arresis and getting the cooperation of
those now asgsisting the Vlet Cono
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But thc gov ernment mdy run mto mmcul
ties al the implementation stage, Warlier

Seen

- government efforts o get local abithoritics

Thousands of thcse_:

_duction in.

_the majorily of the priqoncw

{o reduce the munber of Class C arrests have
failed. The new plans de, however, have tap-
Yevel backing from ane Minister Tran
Thien Khiem and preswuinably also from
President Thicu. Ofiicials appear to be more
scnsitive than hcucnc Ho t’xr problems in-
volved. : '
Tuterior Minis(ry ofiteials, for instance, say
the money being spent 1o detain and fced
thousands of “C” category civiliang couvld”
be better used for economic., OdUCdt]")hdl,.
and social-reform programs "nd thal a re-
the arrests of such eivilians .
would go a long way toward improving
crowded conditions in many prisons where
are Class C.

Another consideraiion

There is another cozmdﬂratlon Not only
are the prisons crowded, but prison authori-
ties also are runnifg into increasing disci.
plinary problems with the prisoners,

‘Ever since international attention focused
on the concutlom in the maximum-securily .
cells, or so-called tiger cages, on Con Son
Island Jast July, growing numb“ls of prison-
ers throughout the country have been strik-
ing and plmcstm At Con Son the prob-
lem has crro\vn‘pw‘lculaxly acute,

The government action regarding arrests '
came when the Phoenix. effort against the
Viet Cong underground is coming under
increasing scrutmy as ane aspecet of the gov-
erninent's pacification program, which is-
not gettmg the desired results. .

Few oflicials in Saigon are prepared to go
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